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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
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I 13 Basis of the opinion 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI □ Certain documents cited 
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VIII □ Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
04.03.2004 


Date of completion of this report 
15.11.2004 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Sfj) Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
& Fax:+49 89 2399-4465 


Authorized Officer 

Fitterer,J \ ^) 
Telephone No. +49 89 2399-791 6 V. M- * > * 



rr« pm-ADCA/xno /nr«,rsr Mcmiiarv 20041 



Intern 



ia tiona\app«cationJ 



P CT/GB03j03351 




Description, Pages ^ ongina ny Wed 

1-6 

Claims, Numbers ^ „ 07>2004 wrt h letter oi 19.07.2004 



1-12 



Drawings, Sheets as on g,naUy Wed wished to this Authority in the 

rrr z:zzi^~~ rz 

; -.r 1 .-^:-.^ : 

O Wed «>9<*er w.lh the nter ^en form. 



The statement tnw« - — 

4. The amendments nav* 

n the description, pages- 

Nos.: 

q the claims, 

sheets. 

□ the drawings, 



pcTflPF A/anQ Uanuarv 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB 03/03351 



5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT4PEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/GB 03/03351 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-5 368 1 94 (OLIFF JAMES R ET AL) 29 November 1 994 (1 994-1 1 -29) 
D2: US-A-3 300 1 1 5 (SCHAUER MARVIN L) 24 January 1 967 (1 967-01 -24) 
D3: WO 02 14166 A (AUCLAIR JEAN MICHEL ; DANIEL JEAN YVES (FR); 

MEAD CORP (US)) 21 February 2002 (2002-02-21 ) 
D4: US-A-2 928 539 (CHIRCHIGLIA SALV. N) 15 March 1960 (1960-03-15) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 

Claim 1 does not meet the requirement of Article 33(3) PCT, because its subject- 
matter does not involve an inventive step. 

Document D1 discloses (cf. figures 1-7; column 3, line 60 - column 6, line 55) a 
paperboard carton for articles arranged in end-on-end relationship in at least two 
layers, the carton having a top panel (18), a base panel (12), and a pair of 
oppositely disposed side panels (30, 68, 34, 72), an end panel combination (14, 
60, 66, 22, 76, 80) being provided at each end of the carton to close the ends of 
the carton, and a divider pad (90) being provided between the adjacent end-on- 
end layers of articles and being secured relative to the side panels, one of the side 
panels (30, 68) having a removable portion (84, 86) adjacent to one end panel 
combination (14, 60, 66) so as to define a roll-out aperture for article removal 
when the carton is lying on said one end panel combination (14, 60, 66). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known carton in that the 
divider pad is secured relative to an end panel combination at one end. However, 
this difference cannot be considered as involving an inventive step, because it 
merely relates to several straightforward possibilities from which the skilled person 
would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the exercise of inventive 
skill, to solve the problem of fixing the divider pad: The skilled person would 
secure the divider pad to at least one of the side panels and/or to at least one of 
the end panels (there are no other possibilities). 
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3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

Dependent claims 2-12 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

Claim 2: see paragraph 2 of this report. 

Claim 3: cf. D2, figure 6. 

Claim 4: cf . D1 , figure 4; D2, figures 4, 5. 

Claims 5-7: cf . D3, figure 1 0. 

Claim 8: cf . D1 , figures 1 , 7, 8; D2, figures 1 , 6. 

Claim 9: cf. D1 , figure 1 ; D2, figure 6. 

Claims 10-12: cf. D4, figure 17 and column 4, line 63 - column 5, line 22. 
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Claims 

1. • A paperboard carton for articles arranged in ehd-on-end 

relationship in at least two layers, the carton having a top panel, a 
. base panel, and a pair of oppositely disposed side panels, an end 
panel combination being provided at each ©ad of the carton to 
close the end of the carton, and a divider pad being provided 
between the adjacent end-on-end layers of articles and being 
secured relative to the end panel combination at one end, one of 
the side panels having a removable portion adjacent said one end 
so as to define a roll-out aperture for article removal when the 
carton is lying on said one end panel combinatioa 

2. A carton as claimed in claim 1 wherein the divider pad is secured 
relative to the other end panel combination. 

"3. A carton as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 wherein each end panel 
combination comprises a pair of oppositely disposed side eiid flaps 
hingedly connected to the side panels and a pair of oppositely 
disposed main end flaps hingedly connected to the top and base 

a 

panels respectively. . 

4. A carton as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein, the 
• divider pad;has a fold down gluing panel at the or each secured 

end. 

5. A carton as claimed in claim 4 wherein the top end flap is folded 
down last and is adhesively secured to all its associated end flaps 
of its associated end panel combination and to its associated fold 
down gluing panel 



6. 



7. 



8. 



9. 
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